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DATA ON ALBANTAN TEXTILE INDUSTRY
AND STLXWORM RAISING

[ﬁunmem in parentheses refer to appended sources./

According to Aussenhandels Nachrichten of 25 October 1552, the Alba-
nian textile industry fulfilled successfully its program for the first 9
monthr of 1952. In comperison with the same period of 1951, the industry
produced seven times more linen cloth of the most varied types. State-
operated stores an’ cooperatives offered to buyers in 1552 more than 28
types of solid-color and printed cotton cloth, most of which were pro-
duced in the Stalin Textile Combine, the peper stated. Furthermore, the
industry'e workers supplied customers with quantities of goods larger than
those provided for by the plan, 5 percent more knitted goods such as knit-
vwear, stockings, and other items which were formerly imported.

The paper added that during the years since liberation, the textile
industry in Albania has undergone important development. Great combines
and factories wers built, and the capmcity of existing factories, which
vere equipped with modern machines, was expanded. During 1951, textile
“production wae 15 times higher than in 1938, the paper continued, and the
First Five-Yeer Plan calls for a notable increase iu production of tex-
tiles. By the end of 1955, production of cotton goods is to be 18 times
greater than the amount produced in 1950. During the Five-Year Plan,
woolen fabrics are 180 to be manufactured in Albania.(l)

In an earlier issus, Aussenhandels Nachrichten reported that by the
end of the Five-Year Plan, w0l and cotton production in Albania was to be
19 times greater in 1951 than in 1950. The paper added that during the
Two"!ez(a.r)l’lan (1949 - 1950), textile output rose to 3.8 times the 1938
level.(2
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Staiin Textile Combine

According to the 24 May issue of Aussenhandels Nachrichten, the erection
of tke modern Stalin Textile Combine at Tirana, equipped with Soviet machin-
ery, has laid the foundation for large-scale growth of a domestic textile
industry in Albania, which the government has promoted by every possible
meang.

The paper reported that the production capacity of the Stalin Tex-
tile Combine is 20 million meters of cotton fabric per year, and that the
combine is in a position to meet the entire demand of the Albanian popula-
tion. It stated that 25 kinds of colored fabrice were being produced, but
that during the second gquarter 1952, this number was to rise to 60.(2)

. However, as mentioned above, the Aussenhandels Nachrichten article of
i 25 October stated that only 28 types of Bolld-color and printed cotton
cloth were actually offered to buyers in. 1952.(1)

The 24 May issue of Aussenhandels Nachrichten alsc reported that the
employces of the combine pledged to produce 125,000 meters of fabrics above
the quantity set in the Five-Year Plan.{(2) Both the 24 May and the 25 Octo-
ber issues stated that Albanien workers ware succegsfully engaged in the
crnstruetion of a new factory for the production of woolens with an annual
capacity of 900,000 meters, of & cotton mill, and of other textile estaeblish-

ments.(?,2)

On 27 May, Zeri i Popullit stated that technical improvements have in-
creaged production. In 1951, one veaver operated two to four looms, the
paper reported, but due to the voluntary work of Albanian youith and the aid
of the USSR, the majority of the weavers could now operate eight to ten
looms. Three young workers, who were handling 16 looms, had promised to
handle 20 looms, the paper added.

The some issue of Zerd 1 Popullit reported that at first it took four
w:ilfggrs to operate one machine in the gpinning mill, dbut that now one worker
8 ces.

Some workevs can even operate 1% machines with 100 spindles, the poaper
added. One girl, who came to the combine vwhen machines were being set up,
now gservices 21 cotton combing machines, the paper continued.

Stakbanovite meihods were spreading through all the units, Zeri i Popul-
12t continued. Six more b: igades had already been formed. One brigade mem-
N Per produced l kilometers of thread in 8 hours. Improvements in weeving
* technigue enabled the combine to fulfill the quarterly program ahead of

schedule.

The same igssue of Zeri i Popullit also stated that the workers prom-
ised to produce 25,000 meters of goods over the planned amount for the second
quarter 1952. In April they produced 1,000 meters more than the planned
figure, using 25 colors.(3)

According to Bashkimi of 27 February, weavers in the Stalin Textile
Combine began the production of flannel, which is more difficult than that
of other types of cloth. The young workers were asided by Soviet techni-~
cians in producing a gool quality of -goods, the paper stated. All the
flannel Cabrics came up to expectations, according to the paper, and the
combine was turning out six kinds of cloth.(h)
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On 19 April, Zeri i Popullit listed the three chief duties oi the Com-
wnists and collectives in the Stalin Textile Conbine. The duties are to
fulfill the Five-Year Pian, keep their machinery in working order, and mes-
ter new technigues. The peper added that in a recsnt meeting, the primary
party .rganization of the combine criticized some combine members for per=~
mitting machinery to be demeged by not keeping strict control over workers

- under them. Aes a result of this carelessness, many tools were ruined and
output was reducea. One example cited was that of en assistant engineer,
Nazir Shkurti, wvho 4id not inspect the machinery regularly, thus permit-
ting the wiring of a machine to burn out. The trade union comnittee was
eriticized, the paper continued, for mot calling meetings of workers to
familiarize them with the decisions of the party organizations amnd to carry

on propaganda for socialist competition and agitation for youth organiza-
tions and collective work.

It was noted at the meeting, however, according to Zeri i Populli t,
tha;cgeohiamry could not be fully vtilized without campetent
ane antio

v
e lllC0TiCh S

el o '
Cluwunisits and other -workers was aaid.'p%o be Jé%iil g great
problem. The meeting also discussed the duty of di_}rxecgors of thefcgmhine
td offer courses for unqualified Communists under the direction o om-

munia{g who had studledqin the USSR. After it was discovered that one of

the party members hed not sttended these cowrses regularly, he was sum--
moned by the secretary of the primsry orgenization, warned, and advised to

pay more attention to the decisions of the primary organization on this
problem, the paper contlnuad.

After this meeting, the paper reported, the director of one section
‘called a meeting of the workers to impress them with their yesponsibilities.

Thereafter, regular inspections were introduced, greatly reducing the num-
ber of breakdowns.

This same issue of Zeri i Popullit stated that the trade union com~
mittee, besides calling = meeting of workmen to discuss breakdowns and
damage to machinery, devoted considerable attention to socislist competi-
tion. It published in a newspaper a cartoon of a careless worker, as well
as photographs of outstapding workers. Politicul work among the workers
included information on the continuous aid by the USSR.

A qualification course attended by 80 workers was being given in the
spinning vnit, Zeri i Popullit added.

The paper stated that, as a .result of thuse measures and by utilizing
the Stakhenovite Voroshin method for servicing machinery and cleaniry the
working area, and the Levchenko-Mukhanov method for reducing produ:tion
time, the April output was 250 percent greater than the Novenb=. 1951 Pro-
duction, and the first-quarter plan wes couplatad by 25 March 1952. (5)

Shkeder Textile Enterprise

According to Zeri i Popullit of 17 May, 92 workers of the Shkoder Tex-
tile Enterprise were applying eight Soviet methods. By application of these
methods the enterprise saved 237,000 leks in an 1ll-month period. Such
methods ag the Levchenko-Mukhanov, Agsfaneva-Zhandarova, and high-speed tie-

vp of threads are in use. By the application of the Levchenko-Mukhanov
method 60 workers saved 70,000 leks, the paper reported.

The same issue of Zeri i Popullit described the progress ¢l a textile
workexr, Liri Kallogieri, who cams to the textils enterprise as a young

girl of 15. BShe was among tine first workers to learn the Levchenko-Mu-
khenov. method. She now uses more than five Soviet methods, runs two machines
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a.ccoi*ding to the Kovalev method, 2nd tollows Soviet experience in tying
threads and preventing waste. Liri and 17 other young girls also take
technological courses opened by the monagement, the paper stated, Hexr
work has been so highly meritorious that she now has the title "Commmist”
and & medal from the Prasidium of the Pecple's Asssmbly.(6)

Zerd 1 Popullit wrote on 30 May that two weaving units of the Shkoder
Textile Enterprise were competing with each othec. They ware able to pro-
duce 6.000 meters of cloth more than the planned amcunt. fThe best record
in the contest, the paper continued, was that of a young woman weaver who
fulfilled the April plan 17 days ahead of schedule and c¢ontinued to exceed
the weaving norms. Several leading workere also made excellent records,
the paper concluded.{7)

Silkworm Raising

© On 30 May 1952, Zeri i1 Popurlit wrote thet the raisine of 3illiorms
ir trediticaal wilk the women of Kruje Rreth. In 1951, there were 800 grams
of silkworm eggs. In 1952, there werc 1,245 grams, 45 grams more than antici-
Ppated by the Ministry of Agricultmure.

The paper stated that the workers of the veterina:y office under the
rreth's party executive committers and the women's organization were de-
voting speclal attention to this field. Nirnetmen silkworm coilectives
with Tl women were formed. Tney distributed the eggs by 10 April 19%2,
and in May began the production of the first raw silk. The paper added
that outstanding collectives wersa those of Gashe Qese, Yhunia Pistole, and
Hane Dema. These three collectives showed great care ia the protection of
the wormgs from cold wcather a8 well as jn the abundant supply of umlberry
Jeaves, the paper state ;

Tn 1951, according to Zeri i Popullit, one gram 3f eggs produced 2
kilograms of raw silk. Prior to 1951, production had been less than 12
kilogrems. Tape Veseli, who received 2 kilozrams of silk from each gram
of eggs, s8nuld 17 kilograms of raw silk to the cooperative and received ia
return 31 meters of flammel, 6 kilograms of sugar, 6 kilogrsms of soap,
and 6 liters of petroleum.{7)

SQURCES

1. Berlin, Aussenhandels Nechrichten, 25 Oct 52
2. Tbid., 2b May %2
3. Tirane, Zeri 1 Popudlit, 27 May 52
4. Tirana, Bashkimi, 27 Feb 52
- 5. Zeri i Popullit, 19 Apr 52
6. Toid., 17 May 52
7. TIbid., 30 May 52
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